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Starring a diverse cast, ten- 
sion and drama, this pared- 
back open-concept condo  

is anything but prosaic.

RELIABLE
NARRATOR
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The living area plays host to all walks of (decor) life, 
amounting to a timeless look. Though disparate, all  
the pieces abide by one rule: Nothing distracts from  
the million-dollar view of downtown Toronto.

DESIGN, Toronto Interior Design Group, tidg.ca; Distant Gray 
2124-70 WALL PAINT, Benjamin Moore; custom SECTIONAL, 
Toronto Interior Design Group; vintage COFFEE TABLE,  
Absolutely; ARTWORK, Robert Kamnatnik.
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“Don’t fight what the space is 
offering you,” says designer Yanic  
Simard, who selected floating 
furniture arrangements for the 
living and dining areas in order 
to respect the walls of windows 
behind them. 

DINING TABLE, Pink & Brown;  
custom DINING CHAIRS, Toronto 
Interior Design Group.
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ABOVE Yanic (pictured 
below) punctuated the 
space with a small selec-
tion of thoughtful acces-
sories, such as the blue 
glassware, which reinforces 
the colour theme intro-
duced by the sectional.

RIGHT Like a pair of Old 
Hollywood starlets, the 
brass-framed crystal chan-
deliers in the dining and  
living areas are all sparkle, 
glitz and glam, yet these 
dames’ diminutive propor-
tions and simple geometric 
shape keep them from 
stealing the show. 

CHANDELIERS, Circa Lighting.

FAR RIGHT Visible behind 
the vintage wood-panelled 
herringbone-upholstered 
armchair, sheer drapery, 
used throughout the space, 
almost blends into the 
walls. The white fabric’s 
grey wavy pattern is inter-
esting up close but unas- 
suming from afar.

DRAPERY FABRIC, Deco  
DP Prestige; DRAPERY SEW-
ING, Drapica; potted TREE, 
Sheridan Nurseries; CANDLE-
STICKS, Elte.

great designer is a matchmaker, a trendsetter and, above 
all else, a storyteller. With the decor of this new-build 
condo’s main living area, Yanic Simard, founder and 

lead designer of Toronto Interior Design Group, proves he is among the greats.
The scene in this 540-square-foot open-concept space was already set. Floor-

to-ceiling windows spanning two entire sides of the condo flood it with sun-
shine and overlook the tree-lined streets of Toronto’s posh Yorkville neighbourhood 
and the city’s downtown skyline beyond. With such a lively setting, a restrained 
decorating approach was best, so neutral finishes were chosen in the form of 
sophisticated greyish-white wall paint, warm-toned wide-plank hardwood floors 
and cream-coloured kitchen cabinetry. 

With a relatively blank slate established, the cooking/dining/living space was 
ready for some personality, so Yanic set about casting his characters, starting 
with the hero: “That custom blue sectional is the piece,” he says, adding that he 
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FAR RIGHT The Art Deco-
style mirror takes advan-
tage of the 10-foot-high 
ceiling. Beneath it, the 
super-long glossy black 
sideboard connects the 
dining area to the living 
zone and houses every-
thing from napkins to DVDs.

Custom SIDEBOARD, Toronto 
Interior Design Group; cream 
BOXES, Elte.

OPPOSITE The bold veined 
grey marble countertops 
and backsplash energize 
the traditional cream-toned 
kitchen cabinetry. The clas-
sic finishes get a dose of 
modernity from the con-
temporary light fixture  
and clear plastic stools. 

APPLIANCES, Miele; STOOLS, 
Elite Living; LIGHT FIXTURE, 
Pink & Brown.

had fabric samples sent from as far away as Europe and South America to find  
that “delicious” velvet. To fill the supporting roles, he animated the room with a 
small yet eclectic group, including a retro brass and glass coffee table, an Art  
Deco-inspired mirror, Mid-Century Modern-style dining furniture and traditional- 
meets-modern clear plastic kitchen stools.

The vastly varied furnishings lend the space quiet tension, but it’s their shared 
low-slung silhouettes that create drama. “We wanted to make the ceiling – already 
impressive at 10 feet – appear even higher,” says Yanic, citing European apart-
ments as inspiration. Dramatic, too, are the light fixtures. In the kitchen, a futur-
istic long-armed Serge Mouille-influenced piece is the antithesis of the classic 
Shaker-style cabinetry, but the fixture’s white finish humbles it. Meanwhile, the 
matching pendants over the living and dining areas hark back to the opulence  
of the Hollywood Regency period, but their size is modest and their shape simple. 

After all, much like the best narratives, the chicest rooms show off a skillful 
interplay of striking and soothing moments, so it’s no wonder this fanciful yet 
pared-back space earned a five-star review from the homeowners.

FOR SOURCES, SEE OUR WORKBOOK
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“YOU CAN NEVER  
GO WRONG WITH A  
PALETTE OF WHITE, 
BLACK AND GREY.”


